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he was in earnest, almost hypnotized those upon
whom he bent his gaze. A leading figure in public
life for twenty-five years, he now attained adminis-
trative position for the first time, and his constant
practice at the bar had given something of a lawyer-
like trend to his mind.

The desire of the British Government for an
agreement with the United States was shown by
the selection of Washington instead of London as
the place of negotiation and of Lord Ashburton as
negotiator. The head of the great banking house
of Baring Brothers, he had won his title by service
and was, moreover, known to be a friend of the
United States. While in Philadelphia in his youth,
he had married Miss Bingham of that city, and she
still had American interests. In the controver-
sies before the War of 1812 Lord Ashburton had
supported many of the American contentions. He
knew Webster personally, and they both looked
forward to the social pleasure of meeting again
during the negotiations. The two representatives
came together in this pleasant frame of mind and
did most of their business at the dinner table,
where it is reported that more than diplomatic
conversation flowed. They avoided an exchange
of notes, which would bind each to a position once